120006 jo  /20133kg>  -(02):suall 05l ool 3 Alea

$5odl aadl § ¥l o1y 5601 (udoma iy p g
(1031-756)/(2422-138)

Protocol and Traditions of the Council of Ministers in al-Andalus during the
Umayyad Period (138/756 - 422/1031)
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Abstract:

The council of ministers is considered to be a Spanish Umayyad
tradition par excellence. The holders of the office of chamberlain (hajib)
rose to assume the office of overseer of the council of ministers. The
number of ministries multiplied, each one had its special responsibilities
and tasks. It was necessary to convene the council to issue decrees or
receive instructions from the emir, caliph or chamberlain. For this reason
attention was paid to the particulars of sitting and speaking in it.

The vizierate in al-Andalus underwent a great development and to the
Umayyads a great deal of credit is owed for its organization and
advancement. The vizier came to have an important and influential role in
various affairs of the state. During the period from 138/756 to 422/1031
the vizierate in Cordoba acquired the special characteristics which
distinguished it from its predecessor in Damascus. The Spanish Umayyads
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created a complete system of government and ascended to the rank of the
other great powers of their day.

The task of supervising the various ministries in the performance of
their duties fell to the chamberlain who shielded the ruler from the
commoners, who were the subjects in their different classes, and the elites
who were represented by the ministers and the emirs. The Umayyads
established a building where the ministers met and settled their differences
and for providing counsel on affairs of state. They were summoned
whenever it was necessary to review and discuss important matters of
state.

Key Words: Minister, Chamberlain, Council of Ministers, al-Andalus,
Umayyads .
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