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French Colonial Policy Toward the Hajj in Kabylia (1857-1914):
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Abstract:

Enter This study examines the French colonial policy toward the pilgrimage (Hajj)
in the Kabylie region during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, as a field that
reveals the nature of the relationship between colonial power and the local society. The
French administration did not view the Hajj merely as a religious practice, but rather as
a transnational space capable of generating intellectual and political networks beyond
colonial surveillance.

In this context, the Hajj was considered a source of administrative and security
concern, as it could facilitate the transmission of reformist or anti-colonial ideas.
Consequently, the colonial administration implemented various mechanisms to control
this practice, including permit systems, health surveillance, consular reports, and
restrictions on certain individuals from traveling.

Through a historical and analytical approach based on archival administrative
documents, this study seeks to demonstrate that the Hajj constituted a space of indirect
negotiation between colonial authority and the local society, revealing the limits of the

colonial project in controlling the religious sphere.
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