7700 64ue /2026 dbige -(02) sadadl 18 :alal) | A2USEN g A jbdaad) Sl (ulla B Alas
ISSN : 1112-993X E-issn :2710-8147

(1916—1830) ylsell (§ Apeaddl culaglally gudyall peall
doglally 3oLy crs ABMall § 341)3
French Repression and Algerian Popular Resistance (1830-1916)

An Analysis of the Relationship Between Extermination and
Resistance

il ALaIs 59,a) elie Taaly Bylasdly S G Lsnldl Ggmdly clalyall ake ' oly deme sbiss ]
rami.med@univ-khenchela.dz

2026/07/31: y 4l fusyls 2026/07/24 :Jsuall fuo)ls 2026/07/13 3! sl

el

wudyall Gleaia¥) gopadl o pluall dagdal dddeiy Luds dylae Adoedl 48]l sda zylas
3 2SS 2, Saial) 2oyl oyl S9lntig £1916 ) 1830 (e suizell 301 IS (g 5l5)1 aazaelly
£9 UlnS LISAT bty "Aua il Raglall"y (oeeion 55L) 5ugiaS "aedll” G Suaall 2dusd) 48301 e
Wh) Glaarad Caiall Sl el J) &8sl el Gl zall @8 M e cg3s29
(5Sauall g Lastll cloalS Laad ud «quiyall Giazdl 318 Lwaia &1 (o Gylelly (A8 gyl (o)¥) duliw
Laglaell o lxll olazd¥y 4u8l,e gapudl Al e Al Al ds

laly) Tadls 2ledl Zoglall gy JuSCad Bole) @ waiall s el i€ 500l Jlns (Jolall 3
Laglang olall due ¥ Byt 3 s LS caipas Algs sl anylie ) @saadl Ll daall 5y oo JLEnU
smad bl ol b yudy Goatll e s oS5 @ Awdyall "Bl Baas” oF I dalydl palit £l des
Sk gl Jo¥ psell Sl gaadl ALl sda oy Splas s Azlss oo duellaill &,Suall Y
Byl 8 392llg & yslimdl Al gl il 4ud
fomm LWl @89yl (o3 Al t2add) Aaglall (3 learadd) 8aLY) ¢ oudyall MY Ay lide oilolS
Sylall 3ylee

Abstract:

This paper presents a critical and analytical approach to the nature of the
confrontation between the French colonial project and Algerian society during the

period from 1830 to 1916. Moving beyond the classical military narrative, the study
focuses on the complex dialectical relationship between "repression" as a doctrine of
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systematic extermination and "popular resistance" in its various forms as a state of
existential consciousness.

Through the adoption of an analytical-historical methodology, the paper seeks to
deconstruct the mechanisms of colonial violence — including raids, scorched-earth
policies, and mass Kkillings in caves (enfumades) — engineered by French military
commanders not merely as tools of military subjugation, but as a deliberate strategy to
destroy the demographic and economic structures that sustained the resistance.

Conversely, the paper analyzes how this violence contributed to reshaping the
structure of Algerian resistance, driving it from spontaneous tribal reaction toward
modern state-building projects, as manifested in the experience of Emir Abd al-Qadir
and the resistance of Ahmad Bey.

The study concludes that the French "doctrine of extermination" was not evidence
of military superiority, but rather a response to the failure of the regular military
apparatus to confront an "armed people." Furthermore, this bloody phase constituted
the first laboratory in which the seeds of Algerian nationalism and the War of Liberation
were forged.

Keywords: French occupation; colonial extermination; popular resistance; scorched-
earth policy; Marshal Bugeaud; the Dahra massacres.
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