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Abstract:

Historical and jurisprudential sources, particularly the Nawazil (legal
responsa) and Hisba (market regulation) manuals, reveal that the Christian community
in the central Maghreb maintained a significant socio-economic presence, despite their
limited involvement in the political and security spheres—a restraint stemming from
the cautious stance adopted by the Zayyanid authorities. The settlement of this
community was characterized by concentration in designated quarters, such as the Rabd
al-Nasara (Christian Quarter), where they practiced their religious rites with official
authorization. They were deeply integrated into the local economy through active
participation in markets and caravanserais (funduqs), as well as engagement in
agriculture, skilled crafts, and military manufacturing. Although the Nawazil and Hisba
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literature often provides fragmented accounts of this community, it offers critical
insights into the state's policy of religious tolerance. By providing legal protection and
security, the Zayyanid state fostered an environment that allowed for the strategic
utilization of certain individuals as diplomatic envoys between the Zayyanid court and
Christian kingdoms. This reflects a sophisticated balance between Islamic legal
requirements and the pragmatic political and economic interests of the state during that
era.

Keywords: Religious Tolerance, Christian Community, Jurisprudential Responsa,
Social Coexistence, Tlemcen.
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