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Aspects of the celebration of the Prophet’s Birthday “el-Mawlid al-

nabawi” during the Zayyanid era: The perspectives of Yahya ben
Haldun(d. 780 AH) and al-Tanasi(d. 899 AH).
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Abstract:

The Zayyanid state officially celebrated the Prophet's birthday in the 8th century
AH, specifically during the reign of Sultan Abu Hammu Musa II (760-791 AH). This
sultan prioritized the social and cultural aspects of the state, in addition to the political
sphere. His most significant priority was the unparalleled and remarkable
commemoration of the Prophet Muhammad's birthday. He gave this occasion the
importance it deserved and imbued it with a religious symbolism that resonated deeply
with both rulers and subjects. Subsequent Zayyanid sultans continued this tradition.

To detail these celebratory aspects, we relied on historical texts that were
contemporary with these events and offered valuable insights into the era, enabling us
to document the rituals of this celebration. These texts include "Bughyat al-Ruwwad" by
the historian Abu Zakariya Yahya ibn Khaldun (d. 780 AH) and "Nathm al-Durr wa al-
'Agyan” by the historian Muhammad ibn Abdullah al-Tansi (d. 899 AH).

Keywords. ElI-Mawlid al-nabawi; Abi Hammu Musa II; Zayyanid dynasty; celebration.
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