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Studying the Usul Thought of the Jurist Through His Interpretation of
the Holy Quran: Sheikh Al-Qutb’s Discussion on the Command (Al-
Amr) as a Model
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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the extent to which Qur’anic exegesis (tafsir) works can be
utilized in the study of the usili (legal-theoretical) thought of jurist-exegetes. It proceeds
from a scholarly problem concerning the absence of independent usul al-figh theorization
among many jurists engaged in Qur’anic interpretation, despite the fact that their tafsir
works contain legal-theoretical discussions, inferences, and applications that reveal
identifiable ustli methodologies capable of being traced and reconstructed. The study seeks
to address several key questions, most notably: Can Qur’anic exegesis be considered an
important source for the study of usil al-figh? To what extent is it significant in examining
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the usdlt thought of exegetes? And how may it be utilized in collecting and analyzing usalt
material?

The study concludes that tafsir works constitute an important source for investigating the
usull thought of jurist-exegetes, as they contain rich ustli material that combines both
theoretical exposition and practical application. Through exegetical interpretations of
Qur’anic verses related to usul al-figh, these works reveal the exegete’s usuli methodology,
even in the absence of independent legal-theoretical writings. The study also demonstrates
the prominent presence of issues related to textual indications (mabahith al-alfaz)—
including the topic of commands (al-amr)—within tafsir literature, making it an important
resource for formulating usdli principles and deepening their understanding through diverse
Qur’anic applications.

Keywords: Usli Thought, Qur’anic Exegesis (Tafsir), al-Qutb, Usal al-Figh, Taysir al-Tafsir.
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