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Abstract:

Iranian researcher ‘Abd al-nabi Qaim provides insights into the root and use of the
Persian word )5 “ Tazi,” shedding light on its widespread use to connote “Arab” by
scholars and poets in ancient Persian texts.

Qaim refers to the academic debate over the origins of this word among historians and
writers, some of which have leaned toward mythical interpretations. The word is likely
derived from the Arabic (<= and U (“Ta'Ti,” or name of an Arab clan) which has been
modified to “Taz1” in Persian. Thus, this word, drawn from Arabic, was metaphorically
employed in ancient Persian literature to refer to all Arabs.

The researcher notes that the word’s semantic implications have become negative.
While it is true that some scholars, researchers and writers do fall back on the word
without intending any negative connotation, the new negative inferences inevitably
come to mind when the word is read or heard. Therefore, unbiased individuals opt to

avoid it in light of its prejudicial undertones while some insist on using it, highlighting its
literary significance in ancient texts.

Keywords: Tazi, Persians, Arabs, Persian literature.
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