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Abstract:

The book "Renovation of the Sciences of Religion" is one of the most famous books
written by AbiiHamid Al-Gazali(d. 505 AH / 1111 AD), and it is a fundamental source on
Sufism. When copies of this work reached Cordoba during its author's time, its jurists
examined it and saw several doctrinal issues in it that contradicted Sharia and beliefs, at
least from their point of view. Ibn Hamdin was one among those authors, the judge of
Cordoba. They were supported by scholars who were direct contemporaries of Al-
Ghazali, such as Muhamad al-Turttsi, Muhamad al-Mazari, al-Qadi Muhammad ibn Al-
‘arabi, a disciple of Al-Gazali, and al-Qadi ‘1ad al - Sabti. He was also criticized by scholars
who appeared after Al-Gazali, such as Ibn al-Jaiizi(d. 597 AH / 1201 AD) and Sams al-din
al-Dahabi (d. 748 AH / 1374 AD). Several books and speeches have been written on the
subject. Al-Ghazali responded to his contemporary detractors with "Dictation on matters
of The Renovation". However, he failed to convince his opponents of the accuracy of
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what was said in his book, and his criticisms have continued into our time. Furthermore,
Ibn Hamdin and those who supported him, succeeded in persuading the Almoravid
sultan °‘Ali ibn Yusuf(500-537 AH / 1106-1143 AD) to issue an order prohibiting the
circulation of the book, and to collect copies of its owners and burn them. Nevertheless,
The Book of Renewal remains, until our time, a major reference in Sufism, and it is
popular in all parts of the Islamic world.

Keywords: Al-Gazali; The book of the renovation of the sciences of religion; Jurists of
the Almoravid state; Gnostic mysticism; Sufi interpretation of Koranic verses; What is
possible is more creative than it was; Burning the book of the renovation.
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