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The Battle of the Railway in the I’Oranie sector and the French
military measures of protection (1955-1959)
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Abstract:

The period between 1955 to 1959 had known the intensification of massive sabotage
operations of railways in the Oran sector by the National Liberation Army. These
operations targeted railroads and trains of all kinds (Goods, soldiers, travelers), in a
battle historically known as “ the railroad’s Battelle “. This battle had dangerous
repercussions on the commercial movement in the Oran sector, the colon, and the
French administration, and for protecting these railroads from sabotage; the French
military was assigned the task of protecting these railroads. The French administration
adopted a strategy of protecting these railroads by intensifying the patrols of Guards and
controls, implementing decisions to ban trains circulation on dangerous lines, and then
followed these procedures by providing the so-called armored train detector of mines.
This study attempts to capture all these decisions and the way in which the French army
tried to protect commercial traffic in the Oran sector.

Keywords: Algerian revolution; railway battle; protection; armored train.
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