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Abstract

This study addresses bronze craftsmanship in the city of Tlemcen as one of the most
prominent artisanal activities that flourished in the Islamic Maghreb in general and the
Central Maghreb in particular. The research aims to highlight the factors that contributed
to the spread and development of this craft, such as Tlemcen’s strategic location on trade
and maritime routes, the availability of raw materials, and skilled labor. The study adopted
an analytical descriptive methodology based on tracing manufacturing techniques such
as hammering, casting, drawing, and welding, in addition to diverse decorative methods
like engraving, carving, inlaying, coloring, and incrustation. The results showed that the
combination of manual skill and artistic talent produced models that went beyond functional
utility to aesthetic and artistic value, thereby enhancing the status of this metal industry and
contributing to its development within the artisanal and artistic field in Tlemcen and the
Central Maghreb. It becomes clear that this craft was not merely an economic activity but
a field of artistic creativity reflecting the interaction between craftsmanship and aesthetic
taste, which made it a distinctive mark in the industrial and artistic heritage of the region.
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