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Abstract

This study compares Western reception theory with its manifestations in the Arab-Islamic
heritage, aiming to highlight the active role of the receiver in producing meaning and to
explore the possibility of interpreting heritage through modern theoretical frameworks.
It adopts a comparative analytical approach by examining the core concepts of reception
theory and confronting them with selected examples from the Arab-Islamic tradition,
with emphasis on mechanisms of understanding and interpretation. The findings indicate
that reception within the heritage was not a passive act, but an active cognitive process
grounded in deep comprehension, rational inference, and engagement with linguistic and
cultural contexts, allowing multiple readings within methodological limits. The study also
identifies significant intersections between heritage and modern theory, particularly the role
of the reader and the importance of context in meaning-making, while maintaining textual
authority and regulating interpretation. It concludes that an integrative approach enhances
a more comprehensive understanding of reception.
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