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Abstract

Prescription is a legal mechanism that establishes specific time limits after which the right to
initiate legal proceedings or claim a right expires. Its primary purpose lies in regulating the
conduct of proceedings before the courts, while simultaneously reinforcing legal certainty
and ensuring stability within social relations. In Algeria, significant reforms were introduced
through Law No. 25-14 amending the Code of Criminal Procedure, which brought substantial
changes to the rules governing the prescription of public actions. The legislator aimed at a
profound restructuring of the system of prescription in criminal matters, seeking to address
contradictions and inconsistencies that had arisen between earlier texts and special laws. This
reform was designed to restore a degree of coherence and clarity to a legal framework that had
grown increasingly complex due to conflicting judicial rulings and the frequency of legislative
amendments. By adopting this new approach, the Algerian legislator extended the duration of
prescription periods, marking a fundamental shift in the philosophy of criminal policy. Whereas
earlier emphasis was placed on speedy adjudication and the swift closure of cases within short
timeframes, the current orientation gives greater weight to the protection of victims’ rights and
to strengthening the effectiveness of criminal justice.
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