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Abstract

Books on the jurisprudence of documents included many issues and matters related to family affairs,
such as marital relations, divorce, and others. Historians began relying on these books as a primary
source to study the social, economic, and cultural aspects. They also reflected the reality of people
resorting to securing themselves, their money, and their rights by documenting these in special
contracts drawn up before judges by trustworthy notaries. This type of literature was specific to the
Islamic West, deriving its uniqueness from the Maliki school of thought, such as the documents of
al-Mazuni (d. 833 AH), al-Wansharisi (d. 914 AH), and al-Bajai’s documents by Ibn al-Qalawdi,
among the most important being the documents of al-Fishtali (d. 779 AH), who lived during the
Marinid era. Despite their jurisprudential and historical importance, these documents have not
received academic scientific studies because many of them remain manuscripts stored in the archives
of zawiyas, mosques, and scholarly houses.

This article revolves around the phenomenon of marriage in the Islamic West, where some customs
and traditions remain deeply rooted in the middle-class families of the Islamic West concerning
engagement, dowry, residence, and the bride price agreed upon by both parties, including the
advance and deferred amounts, leading up to the marriage contract, then preparing the trousseau,
followed by the wedding and the marriage ceremony.
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