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An applied study on the factors that damage manuscripts

and methods of their restoration
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Abstract

Our era is witnessing significant advancements in the maintenance and restoration of
various archaeological materials. Consequently, countries around the world are establishing
centers and laboratories dedicated to the research and treatment of antiquities, with the
goal of preserving them and ensuring their longevity. Documents and manuscripts are
particularly valuable cultural legacies due to their scientific and archaeological significance.
These items are composed of cellulose fibers derived from plant materials and are often
written with inks of both plant and metal origins. Such components can react chemically
under the influence of external factors like heat, relative humidity, and light. These reactions
can weaken the material's structure, reducing its durability and increasing its susceptibility
to damage and deterioration. This research aims to examine how these external factors
impact documents and to explore intervention and restoration methods designed to extend
their lifespan and ensure their protection and preservation.
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