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Abstract

French facilities in Algeria are a witness to the colonial period to this day, and they have
multiplied according to the need imposed by the expansion process from the coast and
the interior regions to the desert, such as: ports, roads, bridges, railways and dams. These
facilities contributed to the transfer of the Algerian economy from the traditional closed
craft model to the capitalist economy open to global markets to serve the French economy.
The strategic location of Algeria directed the planning of the French administration, which
worked to grant Algeria important land and sea transport outlets from the south to the
north to export wealth to the metropolis and thus fully exploit Algerian human, agricultural
and industrial resources. It also enabled the French administration to suppress revolutions
and support European colonial civilization at the expense of the Algerian nation. Interest in
the transportation network increased as the penetration into the desert increased due to its
vastness and difficulty of controlling it and due to the increase in its value with the mining
discoveries that became a supplier to industry in France. These facilities were not a civilized
tool but rather a means of colonial and economic domination and an attempt to obscure the

features of Algerian memory.
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