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Abstract

Travel books is considered one of the primary sources for understanding the geography
of regions, as they combine historical and geographical information with descriptions
of nature, society, economy, and urban planning. Tripoli (present-day Libya) served as
a central stop for caravans and travelers from the Maghreb, the East, and Europe during
the Ottoman era. Although most travelers were not geographers by profession, their
writings provided valuable data on the topography, roads, agriculture, and water sources
of "Tripoli West."

This research paper sheds light on what travelers’ books revealed about the geographical
features of the western coast of Tripoli, chosen asa case study to highlight its characteristics. It
explores the region’s location in the modern period, its cities and their geographical features,
main roads and paths, agricultural activity, vegetation, valleys, and water resources—based
on descriptions left by travelers to provide a clear geographical perspective of the region in
the modern era.
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