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Abstract

Bureaucracy is not just an abstract managerial arrangement, but rather it is linked with
the definition of the state and its history. Also, it is related to various concepts; authority,
domination, control, self-interest, official relations, submission to the system and others.
This article examines the arguments of four theorists within different times and contexts,
and from different perspectives. Max Weber interpreted bureaucracy in terms of its
association with the state and the governance and the development of capitalism, whereas
Ralph Hammel interpreted bureaucracy concentrating on experience and the self and the
production of meaning, criticizing Max Weber. Anthony Downs interpreted bureaucracy
from inside, concentrating on the mechanism of decision-making and the behavior of the
employees. As for Beatrice Hibou, she proposed the concept of bureaucracy at a level that
goes beyond the state and relating it to the global system, which she called “Neoliberal
Bureaucracy”. This study aims to give different critical dimensions in studying Bureaucracy,
going beyond its abstract nature, and linking it to the broader concepts and within the
global context.
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