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Abstract: Therapeutic health care for prisoners constitutes a legal and moral obligation of the
penitentiary institution, based on the principle that the deprivation of liberty does not imply the
deprivation of the right to life or physical integrity. This care extends beyond mere first aid to
include early diagnosis, treatment of chronic diseases, and surgical interventions when
necessary, ensuring a medical quality equivalent to that provided to the general public (the
Principle of Equivalence). The importance of this issue lies in its role as a fundamental pillar
of the social rehabilitation process; an ill prisoner cannot effectively respond to reform
programs. Despite international and national legislative guarantees, logistical and security
challenges continue to impose pressure on the efficiency of medical services. This necessitates
the activation of judicial oversight and the independence of medical staff to ensure the dignity
of inmates and their inherent right to treatment as an integral part of the comprehensive human
rights system.

Keywords: Penitentiary Institution - Therapeutic Health Care- Rehabilitation and Reform-

Physical Integrity.
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