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Abstract: Presumed liability holds the pharmaceutical producer responsible for damage caused
by drug defects once harm and causation are proven, without requiring fault. Yet scientific
progress may reveal unknown risks at marketing. The legal framework of France adopts
defective-product liability while recognizing development-risk defenses, limiting victim
protection. In Algeria, no specific pharmaceutical-liability regime exists, relying on general
product-liability rules without addressing scientific-development risks. This divergence leaves
patients exposed to innovation risks, justifying calls to strengthen Algerian legislation inspired
by the French model.

Keywords: Presumed liability- pharmaceutical manufacturer- development risks- bodily
safety- consumer protection.
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