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Abstract: The maritime cargo transportation contract is a consensual contract that does not
require a specific form for its conclusion. However, the law and international conventions
mandate the issuance of a bill of lading containing specific data about the cargo based on the
shipper's written declaration, for which the shipper is liable in case of inaccuracy. To protect
the carrier, it has the right to refuse inaccurate declarations or make justified reservations. The
advent of containerization complicated cargo monitoring, leading to disputes addressed by
judicial precedents. The emergence of smart containers, powered by artificial intelligence, now
provides solutions that significantly reduce such disputes.

Keywords: Maritime cargo transportation contract, Bill of lading, Shipper's declaration,
Reservations, Disputes resolution, Smart containers.
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