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ABSTRACT: Anyone who studies the foundation of the text The Trees and
the Assassination of Marzouk by Abdel Rahman Munif stumbles upon the great
similarity between it and the Zorba novel by Nikos Kazantzaki, as the Saudi
novelist relied on the structure of the Zorba novel. Where he extracted its main

characters and formed his deep vision of Arab reality. Based on this, we will
discuss in this article the comparison between the characters of the two novels,

given that character is a fundamental pillar of the work of fiction. Accordingly,

we can raise a set of questions that crystallize the problem of this article:

How was the textual interdependence embodied in the later text, represented by
the The Trees and the Assassination novel of Marzouk by Abdel Rahman

Munif, based on the previous text, which is the “Zorba” novel by Nikos
Kazantzaki, at the level of characters? Did the Saudi novelist [imit himself to
borrowing the characters from the Zorba novel and reconstructing them in his
novel, or did he draw inspiration fiom their features and modify their
dimensions and connotations? Did this interaction add value to the work of
Abdel Rahman Munif, or did it undermine the novel and fall info the trap of
similarity and imitation?

Keywords: Characters, Textual Interaction, Abdel Rahman Munif, Zorba,

Kazantzaki.
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