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The specificity of the damage in liability resulting from the exploitation
of a nuclear facility
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Abstract:

Nuclear damage has unique characteristics that distinguish it from conventional damage
in several aspects. These damage are characterized by their lightness, as can they have
carastrophic and serious effects on the environment and public health. They are also
characterized by their spatial breadth, as nuclear damage can affect large areas and exceed
geographical boundaries, and is also characterized by speed. Its spread, as nuclear radiation
travels very quickly and affects neighboring areas in a short time, not to mention its hidden
and latent nature, and its effects are long-term and accumulate over generations.

View of this danger, a special legal system for civil liability for nuclear damage was
developed, aiming to provide real protection for those affected by nuclear accidents, through
concluding international nuclear damage agreements, such as the Paris agreement of 1960, the
Vienna convention of 1963, and it’s amended protocol in 1997. This system relies on
objective liability as a basis for compensation, due to the impossibility of applying traditional
civil liability rules due to the difficulty of proving its elements. This liability was based on the
factors of risk and profit, focusing responsibility on the person of the nuclear operator.
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