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Abstract:

The development of the constitutional situation in Algeria since independence has witnessed
two distinct periods. The first period was characterized by an orientation in many fields, intellectual
and political, economic and social, and the unilateral character led by the party and the state. It had its
data and historical foundations, the most important of which was the modernity of the state and the
priority given to building it according to the closest logical ideology that fits that direction, and the
second period was marked by the reformist character that consecrates the rupture with previous
ideologies and trends, and this is in adaptation to the rapid developments in various areas known to the
world, including Algerian society. Of course, the most prominent political document in this scenario
that Algeria has known is the constitution, as the constitution is concerned with establishing legal rules
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and general principles that regulate power in the state, and the human community that lives in its
region in a safe and stable manner, and the methods of establishing these constitutions may differ
according to the different situations and circumstances surrounding the latter. The constitution is the
result of the general conditions surrounding it that affect its establishment and even its content, and
Algeria, like other countries, has known several constitutions through various historical stages, so it
was the first constitution immediately after independence, which was the 1963 constitution, which was
enforced for only 17 days and then was frozen according to Article 59 of it, which was used by the
president in light of the exceptional circumstances that the country was going through at the time, and
after that came the constitution of November 22, 1976, the impact of the military coup against the
elected president in 1965 AD, where the second president of Algeria adopted the socialist option and
was distinguished by the dominance of the executive authority over the rest of the authorities and
constitutional institutions Until the regime abandoned the socialist option and adopted the liberal
trend, which was enshrined in the constitution of February 29, 1989, and like its predecessors from the
constitutions, the 1989 constitution did not live up to the aspirations of the Algerian people. The
legislature amended in 1996, and other amendments followed in 2002, 2008 and 2016 until the last
amendment and the Constitution of November 01, 2020 AD, which brought important amendments,
but they are not sufficient.

Keywords: constitutional law, exceptional circumstances, constitutional experience, coup,
constitution.
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