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Abstract:

Social movements have emerged as a central analytical category within the field of
comparative politics, reflecting their increasing significance in contemporary political
analysis. This paper examines social movements and their role in shaping processes of
political change across varied political systems, functioning as key non-institutional actors
alongside political parties and pressure groups.

The relationship between social movements and political systems is inherently
reciprocal, as movements both influence and are shaped by institutional and socio-political
contexts. This dynamic helps explain variation in their forms, strategies, and impacts across
different contexts. Such variation is shaped by a range of economic, political, and social
factors embedded within comparative analytical frameworks, which underpin scholarly efforts
to systematically compare social movements across societies.

Keywords: Social movements, political system, comparative politics, new social
movements
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