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Legal Protection of Whistleblowers as a Strategic Mechanism for Enhancing
Institutional Integrity and Strengthening Anti-Corruption Effectiveness:
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Abstract:

This research examines whistleblower protection as a central mechanism within governance
frameworks and anti-corruption strategies. The study highlights that the absence of effective legal
safeguards discourages individuals from reporting misconduct, thereby perpetuating a culture of
silence that enables corruption to thrive. It begins by defining whistleblowers conceptually, exploring
their ethical, legal, and social characteristics, and distinguishing between internal, external, and public
disclosure channels, while emphasizing the link between whistleblowing and institutional
transparency. The research analyzes the international legal framework, particularly the UN Convention
against Corruption, the EU Directive 2019/1937, and OECD principles, alongside the roles of
international organizations and civil society. Comparative experiences from the United States, Europe,
the United Kingdom, and other jurisdictions are reviewed, identifying strengths and weaknesses in
ecach model. The study concludes that the main challenges undermining whistleblower protection
includes vague legislation, weak institutions, persistent social stigmatization of whistleblowers, and
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insufficient secure reporting channels. It recommends comprehensive reforms encompassing precise
legislation, the establishment of independent and well-resourced institutions, cultural and societal
empowerment through awareness and education, and the development of secure technological and
media infrastructures. Such an integrated approach would transform whistleblowers from potential
victims into key partners in safeguarding the public interest and strengthening integrity.

Keywords: Whistleblower protection, anti-corruption, transparency, governance,
international law, best practices.
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' European Union. (2019). Directive (EU) 2019/1937 on the protection of persons who report breaches of Union
law. Official Journal of the EU. :Miceli, M. P., Near, J. P., & Dworkin, T. M. (2008). Whistle-Blowing in
Organizations. Routledge. : Vaughn, R. G. (2012). The Successes and Failures of Whistleblower Laws. Edward
Elgar. : Banisar, D. (2011). Whistleblowing: International Standards and Developments. World Bank Institute. :
Brown, A. J., Latimer, P., & Taylor, G. (2014). Whistleblowing Processes and Procedures: An Australian
Perspective. Springer.
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! Vandekerckhove W, Whistleblowing and Organizational Social Responsibility (Ashgate 2006) :Calland R and
Dehn G, Whistleblowing Around the World: Law, Culture and Practice (ODAC 2004). :Miceli MP, Near JP, and
Dworkin TM, Whistle-Blowing in Organizations (Routledge 2008).
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' Lewis D, Whistleblowing at Work (The Athlone Press 2001). :Brown Al, Whistleblowing in the Australian
Public Sector (ANU Press 2008). :Devine T and Walden S, International Best Practices for Whistleblower
Policies (Government Accountability Project 2013).
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! Banisar D, Whistleblowing: International Standards and Developments (World Bank Institute 2011). :Alford
C, Whistleblowers: Broken Lives and Organizational Power (Cornell University Press 2001). :Worth M,
Whistleblowing in Europe: Legal Protections and Gaps (Transparency International 2017).
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! Near JP and Miceli MP, Organizational Dissidence: The Case of Whistle-Blowing (Journal of Business Ethics,
1985). :Kenny K, Whistleblowing: Toward a New Theory (Harvard Business Review 2019). :Johnson R,
Whistleblowing and Organizational Morality (Springer 2015).

2 OECD, Whistleblower Protection: Encouraging Reporting (OECD Publishing, 2012).: Vandekerckhove W,
Whistleblowing and Organizational Social Responsibility (Ashgate, 2006). : Miceli MP, Near JP, and Dworkin
TM, Whistle-Blowing in Organizations (Routledge, 2008).
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! Skivenes M and Trygstad SC, Whistleblowing in Local Government: An Empirical Study (Public Administration,
2010). :Rothschild J, Freedom of Speech for Whistleblowers in Organizations (Work and Occupations, 2013). :Lee
G, Whistleblowing and Organizational Ethics (Journal of Business Ethics, 2016).
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! United Nations. (2003). United Nations Convention against Corruption. New York: UN. :European Union.
(2019). Directive (EU) 2019/1937 on the protection of persons who report breaches of Union law. Official
Journal of the EU. :OECD. (2016). Committing to Effective Whistleblower Protection. OECD Publishing.

2 Transparency International. (2018). 4 Best Practice Guide for Whistleblowing Legislation. Berlin: TI. :

Vaughn, R. G. (2012). The Successes and Failures of Whistleblower Laws. Edward Elgar. : Banisar, D. (2011).
Whistleblowing: International Standards and Developments. World Bank Institute.

3 Brown, A. J. (2013). Whistleblowing in the Australian Public Sector: Enhancing the Theory and Practice of
Internal Witness Management. ANU E Press. :Calland, R., & Dehn, G. (2004). Whistleblowing Around the
World: Law, Culture and Practice. Public Concern at Work & ODAC. :Miceli, M. P., Near, J. P., & Dworkin, T.
M. (2008). Whistle-Blowing in Organizations. Routledge.
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! United Nations. (2003). United Nations Convention against Corruption. New York: UN. :United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). (2015). Technical Guide to the United Nations Convention against
Corruption. Vienna: UNODC. :Hechler, H., & Tiede, L. (2013). UNCAC in a Nutshell: A Guide for Civil Society
on the United Nations Convention against Corruption. U4 Anti-Corruption Resource Centre.

2 Vaughn, R. G. (2012). The Successes and Failures of Whistleblower Laws. Edward Elgar. : Banisar, D. (2011).
Whistleblowing: International Standards and Developments. World Bank Institute.: Rose-Ackerman, S., &
Palifka, B. J. (2016). Corruption and Government: Causes, Consequences, and Reform. Cambridge University
Press.
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2 Brown, A. . (2013). Whistleblowing in the Australian Public Sector. ANU E Press. : Roberts, P. (2014).
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Lewis, D. B., & Vandekerckhove, W. (2016). Developments in Whistleblowing Research. International
Whistleblowing Research Network. :OECD. (2017). The Detection of Foreign Bribery. OECD Publishing.
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law. Official Journal of the EU. :European Commission. (2020). Whistleblower Protection Directive: Guidance
Jfor Member States. Brussels. :Transparency International EU. (2019). EU Whistleblower Protection Directive: A
Historic Step Forward.

2 Council of Europe. (2020). Whistleblower Protection in Europe: Legal Frameworks. Strasbourg. :Lewis, D. B.
(2020). The EU Directive on Whistleblowing: A Critical Assessment. International Journal of Law and
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3 OECD. (2020). OECD Public Integrity Handbook. OECD Publishing. :Vaughn, R. G. (2012). The Successes
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Whistleblowing Processes and Procedures: An Australian Perspective. Springer.
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! World Bank. (2010). World Bank Group Staff Rule 8.01: Whistleblowing Policy. Washington DC. :IMF.
(2016). Integrity Hotline and Whistleblower Protection Policy. Washington DC. :Transparency International.
(2018). A Best Practice Guide for Whistleblowing Legislation. Berlin: TI.

2 International Labour Organization (ILO). (2015). Report on Labour Rights and Whistleblower Protection.
Geneva. :ILO. (2019). Global Commission on the Future of Work: Work for a Brighter Future. Geneva. :Lewis,
D. B. (2010). Whistleblowing in a Changing Legal Climate. Edward Elgar.
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! Miceli, M., Near, J., & Dworkin, T. (2008). Whistle-Blowing in Organizations. Routledge, New York. :
Engstrom, D. (2013). Whistleblowers and Federal Agency Enforcement. Columbia Law Review. :Calland, R., &
Dehn, G. (2004). Whistleblowing Around the World: Law, Culture and Practice. Public Concern at Work.

2 Miceli, M., Near, J., & Dworkin, T. (2008). Whistle-Blowing in Organizations. Routledge, New York. :
Engstrom, D. (2013). Whistleblowers and Federal Agency Enforcement. Columbia Law Review. :Calland, R., &
Dehn, G. (2004). Whistleblowing Around the World: Law, Culture and Practice. Public Concern at Work.
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! European Union. (2019). Directive (EU) 2019/1937 on the Protection of Persons who Report Breaches of
Union Law. Official Journal of the European Union. :Vandekerckhove, W. (2016). Whistleblowing and
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Europe: Legal Protections and Gaps. Transparency International.
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! European Union. (2019). Directive (EU) 2019/1937 on the Protection of Persons who Report Breaches of Union
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! Lewis, D. (2010). Whistleblowing in the UK: The Public Interest Disclosure Act 1998. Industrial Law Journal,
39(3), 325-343.: Vandekerckhove, W. (2010). European Whistleblower Protection: Tiers and Levels. University
of Greenwich Business School.: Brown, A. J. (2008). Whistleblowing in the Australian Public Sector: Enhancing
the Theory and Practice of Internal Witness Management in Public Sector Organisations. ANU Press.
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of Greenwich Business School.: Brown, A. J. (2008). Whistleblowing in the Australian Public Sector: Enhancing
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