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Abstract

This research aims to analyze the principle of proportionality as a cornerstone of
international humanitarian law, by revealing how it balances military necessity against
humanitarian considerations. The goal is to regulate the means of warfare and restrict acts
of lawful self-defense in a way that prevents any unjustified excess in the use of force. In
addition, the study examines how this principle contributes to the protection of civilians
and civilian objects, and explores the role of fact-finding mechanisms in ensuring its
respect.

The research concludes that the principle of proportionality is not meant to
paralyze military action, but rather to confine it within reasonable limits that prevent
harm exceeding the expected military advantage. It also imposes strict constraints on
combat methods, prohibiting indiscriminate harm to civilians. As such, this principle
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stands as a fundamental safeguard for the protection of civilian populations during armed
conflicts. International mechanisms whether preventive or deterrent help strengthen
compliance with this principle and monitor violations, thereby translating international
legal protection into tangible reality on the ground.

Key words: Principle of Proportionality; International Humanitarian;
Law Protection of Civilians; Military Necessity; Fact-Finding Mechanisms.
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Case Law
14-International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia

Prosecutor v. DuskoTadi¢ a/k/a Dule, Decision on the Defence Motion for
Interlocutory Appeal on Jurisdiction. Case No. IT-94-1-AR72, Appeals Chamber,
2 Oct. 1995.

https://www.icty.org/x/cases/tadic/acdec/en/51002.htm
Reports

15-Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.Report on Terrorism and
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Organization of American States, 22 Oct 2002
https://cidh.oas.org/Terrorism/Eng/part.a.htm

Journal Articles

16-Henckaerts, Jean-Marie, and Louise Doswald-Beck, Study on Customary
International Humanitarian Law,International Review of the Red Cross, 2005.

https://international-review.icrc.org/sites/default/files/irrc_857 9.pdf
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