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Abstract: The writing on the agricultural calendar in North Africa dates back to
the medieval period, although its origins precede that era. During that time, it was
particularly widespread among farmers and livestock breeders in North Africa and even
in al-Andalus. It is important to note that there are two types of agricultural calendars:

The first is based on Moon houses, comprising twenty-eight stations, each lasting
thirteen days. This calendar relies on the Julian system for determining months and days.

The second calendar defines only intermittent periods throughout the year. Both
systems focus on observing climatic conditions, as well as the states of plants and animals
during specific times of the year, describing their characteristics, effects, and benefits on
human and natural life. Over time, these calendars became intertwined with popular
beliefs, giving rise to a rich corpus of rhymes, sayings, and proverbs.

In this article, we first address the methodological approach and key conceptual
frameworks of the study, followed by a geographical presentation of the research area and
an outline of the fieldwork procedures undertaken.

We then discuss the lunar mansions, identifying their traditional names as recorded
in literature and noting their local equivalents in the Tissemsilt region. Subsequently, we
examine the second type of agricultural calendar, which encompasses seasonal and
discontinuous periods of the year, specifying their names, durations, and characteristics.
The study concludes with a presentation of beliefs, rhymes, and popular expressions
related to both calendrical systems.

Our research employed a qualitative approach aimed at understanding the
perceptions and beliefs associated with the agricultural calendar. The adopted
ethnographic method, combined with participant observation, included attendance at
January (Yennayer) celebrations. In addition, we conducted in-depth interviews guided
by a semi-structured questionnaire with open-ended questions. This method allowed
participants to express their understanding of time periods, their meanings, and the related
symbolic and cultural representations.

Such an approach enabled a deeper comprehension of how people perceive time in
relation to agriculture and climate, and ultimately led to the identification and
documentation of the agricultural calendar used in Tissemsilt. Furthermore, we collected
numerous rhymes and popular sayings associated with it, which contributed to refining
and accurately reconstructing its structure and significance.

Keywords: agricultural calendar; Moon houses; Beliefs; Popular sayings
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