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Abstract: This study aims to examine the key issues that have emerged from the
male-female binary in relation to the concept of gender, through the contributions of
postcolonial studies and the efforts of feminist criticism to uncover many of the
centralities or assumptions that have governed society for a period of time.

Through a feminist cultural approach, we sought to highlight the issue of women's
subordination to men—one of the central concerns of feminist criticism, which aims to
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dissolve this hierarchy in order to establish the concept of gender and advocate for the
elimination of all social differences between men and women.

To achieve this, we selected a collection of Arabic novels that serve as models for
examining manifestations of dominance, particularly issues of violence and patriarchal
authority over women. These include Taa’ Al-Khajal by Fadila Al-Farouk and Baghaya
wa Sabaya by Huda Eid. We then delved into the themes of morality and the veil as
fundamental pillars of Arab society, analyzing how the concept of morality, as perceived
by Nawal El Saadawi, has been used to reinforce male dominance and institutionalize
control over women. This study ultimately recommends further exploration of these
representations in Arab society

Keywords : gender, feminist critique; hegemony; paternal violence
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