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Abstract: This research delves into the phenomenon of forced labor in Algeria
during the colonial era through an in-depth historical analysis. It relies on the study of
official correspondence between Arab Bureau officers, shedding light on the
organizational mechanisms used by colonial authorities to exploit local labor in the Jijel
region. This analysis highlights the crucial role these correspondences played in
documenting the practices of forced labor.

The study focuses on the impact of forced labor on the social and economic
structure of the Jijel region, emphasizing the close relationship between forced labor and
the taxes imposed on the local population. It illustrates how these practices weakened the
social fabric and deepened economic disparities, thereby reinforcing the population’s
dependency on colonial authority.

Finally, the research provides new insights into the concept of forced labor and its
consequences, demonstrating how colonial authorities used this system to strengthen their
control over Jijel society. This analysis enriches historical literature on forced labor,
offering a deeper understanding of colonialism’s impact on local communities.
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