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Abstract: The research deals with the issue of legal rulings in the Zawawa
region at the end of the Ottoman era, from the perspective of highlighting the
congruence and contrast between the established tribal custom and the sacred
heavenly text. The research is based on the manuscript of This How to Biography
of Zawawa, a basic source for the study, which is an unknown manuscript. The
historical approach in which we employed the description and analysis was the
approach used in this research.L'article se concentre sur I'anatomie de la base sur
laquelle reposait le systeme tribal dominant, les raisons de sa continuation et le
lien de la population avec celui-ci en raison de son lien avec l'aspect spirituel de la
societe de I'époque, ainsi qu'avec la nature de la politique ottomane appliquée par
les dirigeants de I'Etat. This article also seeks to show the influence of the
predominant natures among the people, which have been preserved by the existing
tribal custom, on the religious practices of the society and their view of the legal
arrangements.

Research shows that the communal system that prevailed in the land of
Zawawa derived its strength and continuity from the basis of spiritual legitimacy
of religion, due to social accumulations and influences, the practices and
applications of tribal customs, whose origins can be traced back to religious rules,
have changed. This is what imposes a distinction between the principle and the
practice of judicial decisions known to the Zawawi community in Algeria at the
end of the Ottoman era.

Keywords: Algeria; the Ottoman era; Zawawa; legal rulings; manuscript.
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