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Abstract: This study aims to reveal the French historian Ernest Mercier's view of
Algerian society through what he wrote about Algeria and its history during the period
1875-1905.

In order to achieve our goal, we used the appropriate historical method to
extrapolate historical information from the historian's various writings about Algeria. We
also resorted to the critical method by revealing the fallacies that the historian fell into in
his writings, and this was done by adopting mechanisms based on collecting information
from various sources related to the study and comparing what was included in them with
what the author mentioned in his writings.

The conclusion of this study is that Ernest Mercier was keen to belittle Algerian
society and prove its ineligibility to establish its own state and ensure the continuation of
French colonial domination over it.

Keywords: Ethnography, Ernest Mercier, Amazigh, Traditions and customs,
Algerian society.
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Picard Charles, 1947, Notice sur la vie et les travaux de M.
Stéphane Gsell, member de I'Académie, Comptes rendus des
séances de I'Académie des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres, pp. 24-86.
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