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Devising the conceptual layers of Bourdieu's early work in
colonial Algeria
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Abstract: Through this article we aim to explore Bourdieu early ideas about
colonialism in which colonialism was portrayed as a system of racist rule supported by
force, Which restructures social relations and creates mixed cultures, This concept has
included insights into the boundaries and promises of colonial reform, The anti-colonial
revolution, post-colonial liberalization efforts, systematic reading of writing and
intellectual relationships as well as the complex ways in which they overlap over time
with specific issues social conditions for the production of what we consider to be
knowledge, including what we see as post-colonial knowledge by turning our attention to
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the contexts, alliances and commitments that helped to develop Pierre Bourdieu thinking,
So we re-read colonialism in Algeria by invoking the conceptual layers ( Habitus, Field,
Reflexive sociology..) from which Bourdieu proceeds and goes beyond that to devise the
effects of that time in Algeria on his later ideas.

Keywords: colonial studies; habitus ; field; reflexive sociology ; post-colonial.
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