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Abstract:

This study studies an outstanding figure in the scope of religious renaissance and reform
in Algeria which is Cheikh ARBI TBASSI (1891-1957). This figure played a crucial role in the
reform issue through education in order to prepare a new generation well-inspired by the

Arabic and Islamic Culture bearing the flag reform and development in Algeria. Cheikh spent
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his life either studying (1900-1927) -in Algeria and Tunis then Egypt- or teaching (1927-
1957).

Thanks to his Zaytouni and Azhari education that he could have a great status which
made him a successful teacher and a big reformer and director. Besides being a teacher, he
worked as a director of male and female school in Tbessa and then the institute of Ibnbadiss |
Constantine where he took the place of Cheikh ElBachir El-lbrahimi in the presidency of The
Asociation of Algerian Muslim Scientists in 1952-1957 when it was a big responsibility
because of the Algerian Revolution. Cheikh spent his life in education and teaching and
reform where he spread consciousness between people and tried to correct some mistaken
beliefs.

Cheikh made it clear that Sufism is not the right path and described it as incorrect which
tried to ceate incorrect beliefs in Islam neither in the scope of the Prophet Muhamed (peace
be upon him) nor after him.

Keywords: Renaissance; Religious Reform; Education; Al-Bida; Salafis; Sufism.
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