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Abstract: This article seeks to analyze the role of the image in the national media
discourse concerning major developmental projects in the Bechar province, using
a semiotic approach to reveal the meanings and symbols conveyed by media
images (photograms). The study demonstrates that the image goes beyond its
informational function to become a semiotic discourse reflecting national and
symbolic values associated with development, particularly in the sectors of
transportation, higher education, water resources, and sports. The results also
show that media images embody the presence of the state and underscore its
attention to the southern region as a strategic space, while reinforcing spatial
equity and national unity. Accordingly, the image emerges as an effective tool for
constructing meaning, fostering a sense of belonging, and strengthening

confidence in the national developmental project.
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