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Role of Defensive Fortifications in Securing the Ksars of Saoura Region:
" El Ouata Ksar as a Model"*
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Abstract: This study examines human adaptation to the desert environment, as
the climate and terrain prompted the inhabitants of the region to build fortified
cities, such Ksar el-Ouata, to ensure stability and protection from invasion. The
text highlights the importance of castles, walls and towers in maintaining
security, reviewing the architectural style of the Ksar that reflects Islamic and
Fatimid architecture. The city of El Ouata is located in the Saoura region of
southern Algeria, surrounded by palm groves that support agricultural activity. Its
name goes back to various origins, including its association with travelers and
merchants, or its influence on the Amazigh dialect. Historically.

Key words: The Saharan environment. Ksar of El Ouata. Ramparts and towers.
Saoura area.
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