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Abstract: This study seeks to revisit the Kharijite revolts in the Islamic Maghreb
through an ontological lens that surpasses the conventional interpretation offered by
historical sources. A meticulous examination of primary data may open a new
avenue for grasping the historical reality that emerged in the Maghreb under
Umayyad governors and may broaden the discussion of the historical setting for the
sociology of revolution adopted by Maghrebi society. When Eastern-born Ibadi and
Sufri Kharijite movements entered the scene, fresh mechanisms of mobilization took
shape, new power equations emerged, and a different historical configuration
materialized. Berber reactions to Umayyad policy thus acquired an ontological depth

that ran beyond the conspicuous religious script of the movements themselves.
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