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Abstract: In this article, we tried to shed light on one of the epidemics that was
known in one of the Algerian desert societies, in the “Ksar of Tamarna kadima”
wich located in the southeast of Algeria. We also tried to find out how the
residents of the Ksar dealt with this epidemic and the expressions and implications
of popular culture as a result of the spread of diseases and epidemics, especially
when it is not possible to know the disease and its causes, then the society
produces a lot of representations and ideas and agrees on them in order to define it
and give it the appropriate explanation.
At the outset, we presented an overview of the health conditions in Algeria during
the ottoman period and the french colonial presence, to find out the most
important epidemics recorded in this period, and then to identify the “Tekrthill”
epidemic in the “Ksar of Tamarna kadima” and how to conduct the confinement
and confront it. Finally, we have employed elements of popular culture to read
some of the concepts and connotations associated with these epidemics

Keywords: epidemic, disease, “Tekrthil”, popular culture, Tamarna kadima,
Algeria
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