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Abstract:

The article examines "definitional inflation" in statutory law, tracing its
evolution from a classical rejection of definitions — rooted in the Roman
legal maxim — to a modern acceptance driven by globalisation and
technical complexity. It distinguishes between the normative legal
definition suited to legislative instruments and the lexical definition,
which lacks the requisite constitutive elements for such incorporation.
Lexical definition is descriptive by nature, accommodates semantic
plurality, and remains confined to existing usage; legal definition, by
contrast, is normative and prescriptive, imposes a single binding meaning

on all those subject to its provisions, and carries an anticipatory function
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that allows it to govern situations the legislator could not have fully

foreseen at the time of enactment.
Keywords: Legal Definitions; Definitional Inflation; Legal Concepts;

Legislative Drafting; Legal Security.
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