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Abstract: The maritime employment contract is governed by the rules of ordinary labor
law; however, there are special rules that apply to this contract. This is because life at sea
is characterized by two traits: danger and isolation. Taken together, these two traits can
make life more difficult for the seafarer. That is why contracts concluded between the
seafarer and the shipowner must take these two traits into account. The State is aware of
the importance that seafarers have in the economic life of the country.

This explains his intervention by mandatory texts relating either to the conditions of
recruitment or to physical fitness or to the skills and diplomas that a seafarer must have.
The States have on the other hand drawn up special statutes which could have advantages
to promote the profession and recruitment. These considerations have largely influenced
maritime employment contracts and give them a specificity that we will demonstrate in this
article.

Keywords : Marine use contract, ship equipped, seas.
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1 - Philippe Delebeque, Droit maritime, 13ieme édition, 2014 , Dalloz , Paris , no 359 , p.
237.

2 Patrick Chaumette, Le Droit social des gens de mer, in Droits maritimes, sous la
direction de J.P.Beurier , Dalloz, Paris 2008 , no 410.11, p.544 .

3 - En faisant de leur principal instrument de travail, le bateau, un lien de labeur, un lien
d’existence, un intermédiaire matériel et symbolique entre eux et le reste des hommes, les
gens de mer étaient les seuls a entretenir une relation particuliére et indispensable avec un
espace que les autres ignorent ou voulaient ignorer «

V.Alain Cabantous , les citoyens du large, les identités maritimes en France ( 17ieme-
19ieme siecles) Aubier, coll.historique , Paris 1995 , cité par P.Chaumette , op.cit, no
410.11 , p545 .

Arnaud Montas, Droit maritime, E.Vuibert , 2012 , p.88
*Philippe Delebeque , op.cit., no 359, p. 237 -5
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