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Abstract:

This introduction examines the Hajj as more than an individual
religious obligation; rather, it positions it as an annual global
phenomenon carrying political, social, economic, and intellectual
dimensions. Since the medieval period, Hajj routes played a significant
role in fostering maritime trade, as thousands of pilgrims and travelers
moved along coastlines, exchanging goods. With the expansion of
European colonial powers during the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, Muslim pilgrims—oparticularly from India, Southeast Asia,
and Africa—traveled through maritime networks that came under
increasing European surveillance. Colonial authorities exploited health
concerns and epidemics as a pretext to impose quarantine regulations,
while simultaneously monitoring pilgrims out of fear that anti-colonial

ideas might spread through Pan-Islamic networks.
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Consequently, this study raises the following central questions: How
did Britain deal with the Hajj as a collective religious phenomenon?
What were the limits of its ability to control it? And what forms of
resistance did it encounter?

Primary Source: A chapter from John Slight's The Hajj and Britain's
Muslim Empire, with particular focus on the case study of poor pilgrims
in India and the role of Muslim employees serving in the British
consulate in Jeddah.

Keywords: Hajj, Britain, Colonialism, Anti-colonial resistance,

Jeddah, India, Mecca, Poor pilgrims.
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