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Abstract

This article examines the categories of the inhabitants of the
City of Algiers as portrayed in Western sources, It
demonstrates that European travelers and consuls classified
Algerian society primarily on ethnic and racial grounds
rather than on social criteria, dividing it into several groups,
including the Ottomans, Kouloughlis, urban dwellers
(Hadar), Barranis, Black Africans, and outsiders such as
Jews and Christians. The study shows that the Ottoman
Turks occupied the highest position in the social and
political hierarchy due to their control over the government
and military institutions, while the Renegades ( ‘Ulij) also
enjoyed a prominent status within the navy and the
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administrative apparatus. It further explores the emergence
of the Kouloughlis, the offspring of Ottoman fathers and
Algerian mothers, highlighting their military and
administrative roles as well as their continuous struggle for
political privileges. The article also discusses the urban
population, composed of Arabs, Amazighs, and Andalusian
refugees settled in the cities, who formed the urban elite and
contributed significantly to the economic, urban, and
cultural development of Ottoman Algeria. In contrast, the
Barranis represented migrants from rural and desert regions
seeking employment in urban centers, whereas Black
Africans constituted a relatively small segment of society
and generally experienced a more flexible form of servitude
than that prevailing in contemporary Europe. The study also
examines the Jewish community and its prominent
economic role, in addition to Christian captives and free
Christians, whose presence reflected the maritime and
commercial relations between Algeria and Europe. The
article concludes that urban society in Ottoman Algiers was
highly diverse and multi-ethnic, and that the image
presented by European sources often reflected the
perceptions and intellectual biases of their authors more
than the historical reality itself. Consequently, these sources
should be approached critically and systematically
compared with local sources to achieve a more accurate
understanding of the social structure of Ottoman Algiers
Keywords
Society , Classes, Inhabitants , Algeria, Ottoman Turks
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