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Abstract:

Algeria's security policy has remained confined to its legacy which was
imbued with principles and ideals inspired by its religion and revolution, and was
based on international legitimacy, and moving within a purely international the
framework. However, the recent international and regional changes, most of which
were non- international, especially the implications of the Arab Spring, ethnic
conflicts in the Maghreb region and the African Sahel, Morocco’s normalization
with the Zionist entity, and its repeated attacks on Western Sahara which extended
to Algerian citizens. All these factors forced Algeria to adapt its security policy
according to the recent changes to confront unfamiliar security threats behind which
stand both state and non- state actors whose response does not depend strategically
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on traditional military confrontation. It was constitutional amendment of 2020 which
apparently absorbed the dilemma of the necessity of securitizing the borders by
allowing the People’s National Army to act outside the Algerian borders whenever
the national security is threatened. Therefore, the Algerian security policy has
witnessed a clear transformation towards re-positioning and playing its leading role
that fits its position regionally and internationally, by abstracting from ideal
principles and adopting a pragmatic vision that takes into account its interests in the
first place, through sovereign decisions that had repercussions on the Mediterranean
and African levels.
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