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Abstract :

This research paper highlights the importance of international rules aimed at
prohibiting and restricting the use of weapons during armed conflicts, with particular
emphasis on nuclear weapons due to their immense destructive power and catastrophic
effects on both humans and the environment. Such weapons do not only cause
immediate devastation on the battlefield, but also produce long-term radioactive
consequences that threaten the lives of individuals and future generations. For this
reason, international humanitarian law seeks to limit the use of weapons whose nature
contradicts the fundamental principles of distinction, proportionality, and the
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prohibition of unnecessary suffering, while maintaining a balance between military
necessity and humanitarian considerations.

The study also emphasizes that international conventions regulating armed
conflicts, particularly the Hague Conventions, the four Geneva Conventions of 1949,
and their Additional Protocols of 1977, have contributed to establishing rules that
restrict the use of weapons causing widespread damage or failing to distinguish between
military and civilian targets. However, the continuous development of means of
warfare, especially nuclear weapons and other non-conventional weapons, presents
new challenges to the international community. This makes the strengthening of
prohibition and restriction rules a pressing necessity to ensure the protection of human
beings and the environment and to uphold humanitarian principles during both
international and non-international armed conflicts.

Keywords: Nuclear weapons, armed conflicts, international humanitarian law,
international community.
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