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The Removal of Algeria’s Reservation to Article 15, Paragraph 4, of the

CEDAW Convention: An Analytical Study on Reconciling International
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Abstract:
The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW) ranks among the most vital international treaties for women's
rights protection. Algeria joined in 1996 with several reservations, including one on
Article 15/4 concerning women's freedom of movement and choice of residence, later
lifted via decree. This action ignited widespread public outrage and intense
jurisprudential-legal debates over its alignment with the Algerian Constitution,
Family Code, and societal norms. One camp views the reservation's removal as a
mere technical step compatible with national laws. Opponents, defending cultural
values, urge its reversal—either deeming it unconstitutional or advocating a freeze on
related legislative changes like the Family Code. Caught between these views, this
research seeks to clarify ambiguities, bridge perspectives, foster enlightenment, and
elucidate the true intent behind lifting the reservation.

Key words: CEDAW Convention; Women's Rights; Reservation on Article 15/4
Freedom of Movement; Family Code.
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