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Geopolitics of the South China Sea: A Study of Chinese
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Abstract:

China’s policies in the South China Sea—including large-scale artificial island
construction, the establishment of military bases in the Spratly Islands, and the
deployment of its forces—have raised concerns among several regional states regarding
Beijing’s attempts to impose de facto control over the area. The South China Sea
constitutes a maritime space of critical strategic, political, and economic significance
for the United States and its allies, with direct implications for China’s own strategic
interests. Although both China and the United States share common interests in
safeguarding freedom of navigation in this strategically and economically vital
waterway, these overlapping interests have not reduced tensions. On the contrary, they
have contributed to intensifying China’s territorial disputes with its neighbors and
reinforcing the Sino—American geopolitical rivalry, driven by alliance policies and
mutual suspicions over each side’s strategic orientations in the region.
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