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The Political Legitimacy: The Relationship Between Authority
and Legitimity in Philosophical Thought
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Abstract:
This article explores the problematic of political Power within the framework of political
systems, viewing them as a space where ideological, social, and institutional dimensions
converge to shape the concept of power. The analysis is grounded in a structural-functional
approach to examine the dynamics between control and leadership, highlighting the alignment
between ruler and ruled within a value-laden societal framework that legitimizes voluntary
submission and draws on legal justifications. The article draws upon contributions from
philosophical and political thought to establish the legitimacy of the right to govern, arguing that
political legitimacy transcends purely legal and institutional boundaries toward a more
comprehensive understanding rooted in social and cultural configurations. It further engages with
the conceptual tension between legality as conformity to law and legitimacy as the expression of
collective will, advocating for overcoming this dichotomy through a rigorous and objective
assessment of contemporary political systems’ performance. Ultimately, the article seeks to
construct a scientific and integrative perspective on political authority that harmonizes law,

values, and society to reinforce political stability and institutional cohesion.
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