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The Urgent Jurisdiction of the International Tribunal
for the Law of the Sea in Maritime Boundary Disputes
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Abstract:

In addition to acting as a tribunal on the merits in maritime boundary disputes,
the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) also functions as an
urgent jurisdiction, triggered when certain conditions are met. It may grant
provisional judicial protection for rights or legal positions threatened by
imminent danger, or to prevent harm to the marine environment, pending a
decision on the merits and without prejudice to underlying rights.The
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provisional order issued by the Special Chamber of ITLOS in the case between
Ghana and Coéte d’lvoire is considered the first practical example of the
Tribunal’s role in developing rules of international urgent jurisdiction. It
defined the element of urgency and introduced a new requirement not explicitly
stated in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS): the
reasonableness of the rights to be protected and their connection to the
requested measures. The Tribunal also helped prevent escalation of the dispute,
contributing to the maintenance of international peace and security.

Key words: International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, jurisdiction,
urgency, provisional measures, maritime boundary dispute.
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