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Abstract:
In addition to its judicial jurisdiction, the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea

(ITLOS) exercises advisory jurisdiction over legal matters related to the activities of the
International Seabed Authority through the Seabed Disputes Chamber, pursuant to Article
191 of the 1982 UNCLOS, as a general rule.

As an exception, ITLOS may exercise its advisory jurisdiction in plenary under Article 138
of its Rules of Procedure to give advisory opinions on requests submitted to it under
UNCLOS or any other agreement.

It should be noted that advisory opinions do not lead to the settlement of disputes between
parties. Rather, they are limited to providing opinions on specific issues referred to the
Tribunal, which generally relate to the interpretation and application of the rules of the law of
the sea, whether under the 1982 UNCLOS or other relevant international agreements. This
contributes to the development and consolidation of the rules of the law of the sea.
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