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Abstract:

Marine pollution has emerged as one of the most pressing challenges on
the international agenda in recent years, which has prompted us to examine the
crime of marine environmental pollution from the perspective of international
criminal law. This study explores the possibility of establishing explicit
criminalization of such acts by providing both a theoretical and legal foundation
for considering them as international crimes, in addition to reviewing potential
mechanisms of criminal deterrence to combat these violations and ensure
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effective penal protection of the marine environment. The findings reveal that
the Rome Statute continues to exhibit a notable gap regarding the explicit
criminalization of offenses targeting the marine environment.

Key words: Marine environment; marine pollution; international crime;
criminal protection; criminal deterrence
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! The International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution of the Sea by Oil, adopted in
1954 in London, entered into force in 1958, was amended in 1962 and entered into force in
1967, was amended again in 1969 and entered into force in 1973, and was amended again in
1971, Accessed on: 24/02/2025, at: 13:44. For more information:
https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/lUNTS/Volume%20327/volume-327-1-4714-
English.pdf?utm

2 The International Convention on Civil Liability for Oil Pollution Damage "CLC", adopted
on November 29, 1969 in Brussels, Belgium, entered into force on June 19, 1975, Accessed
on: 25/10/2025, at: 01:31. For more information:
https://cil.nus.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/1969-CLC.pdf
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- Frangais :

1- Christel Morel Journel, Droit générale, 3éme édition, Gualino éditeur, Lextenso éditions,
Paris, France, 2009.

2- Frangoise Paccaud, Le contentieux de L’environnement devant la Cour internationale de
justice, Thése de Doctorat, Discipline de doctorat Droit, Spécialité Droit international et
relation internationales, Université Jean Moulin Lyon 3, école Doctorale de Droit N° 492,
2018.

3- Dominique Alix, Le droit Pénale, Libraire Général De droit et Jurisprudence, EJA, France,
Paris, 2000.

- English:
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-The International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution of the Sea by Oil, adopted in
1954 in London, entered into force in 1958, was amended in 1962 and entered into force in
1967, was amended again in 1969 and entered into force in 1973.

-The International Convention on Civil Liability for Oil Pollution Damage "CLC", adopted on
November 29, 1969 in Brussels, Belgium, entered into force on June 19, 1975.

1- Philippe Sands, the "Greening” of international Law: Emerging Principles and Rules,
Indiana Journal of Global Legal Studies, Volume n° 1, Issue n°® 2, Spring 1994.



