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The Judge’s Authority in Assessing the Evidentiary Value of DNA
Fingerprinting in Criminal Matters.
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Abstract:

Criminalevidence has remainedsubject to the judge'sdiscretion in accepting or
rejectingevidence, as stated in Article 212 of the PenalProcedure Code. Whenthis
article isviewedwithin the context of its time of issuance, itapplies to traditionalmeans
of evidence, which are considereddiscretionarytools for the judge. However, with the
rapiddevelopment of modern science and technology and its impact on crime, the
legislatorsaw the need to open wup to modern means of evidence,
whichprovideresultswith a highlevel of accuracy.One suchmethodis DNA
fingerprinting as an evidencetool. The establishment of rules for these modern
methodsraises the question of the usefulness of the judge'sdiscretionaryauthority in
light of the strength of thisevidence in criminal cases.
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